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[57] ABSTRACT

A soluble coffee product which has the appearance of roast
and ground coffee particles. The product is produced by a
process in which a coffee extract is frozen, comminuted into
particles, freeze-dried, and darkened. During the process, the
particles are separated into an oversize fraction of size
greater than about 1.1 mm (16 US Standard mesh), a fines
faction of size less than about 0.87 mm (20 US Standard
mesh), and a middle fraction of size between the oversize
fraction and the fines fraction. Then, the middle fraction is
separated into a by-pass fraction and a major fraction, the
by-pass fraction forming 2 to 20% by weight of the middle
fraction. The major fraction and the fines fraction are then
combined and the particles in the combination are darkened.
The darkened particles and the by-pass fraction are then
combined to provide the soluble coffee product.
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